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Message from the Principal, Lisa Maguire,
Ed.D.

The SHS School Council has begun to meet to develop this year's School
Improvement Plan. This plan sets the focus for the school and sets goals
that take into account the Superintendent's goals and his plan for the
district as well as the needs of our school. Together with council members, we have identi�ed two
areas of focus, which have become my goals, as well: supporting students in the hybrid and remote
learning models and embracing diversity, equity, and inclusion in all that we do at SHS. The completed
20-21 school improvement plan will be presented to the School Committee upon its completion. This
year's school council members are:

Parents: Mr. Jack Gates, Ms. Audrey Melanson, and Ms. Patty Thompson
Students: Sophomore Victor Bowker, Junior Daleena Gabrehiwet, and senior Harry Gates
Teachers: Ms. Deb Boyle, Ms. Cathy Hall, and Mr. Patrick Newton

I would like to thank them for their service and commitment to school improvement at Scituate High
School.

This week, teachers also will be formalizing their goals for the year during our professional
development time on Wednesday afternoon. For many, these goals also will be centered around
supporting students in the hybrid and remote learning models, as well as strengthening our practice in
the areas of diversity, equity, and inclusion.

As we receive feedback and data on the start of the school year from surveys given to caregivers,
students, and staff, along with trend data from quarter 1, we will work to make any necessary
adjustments for the remainder of the school year. Through this time of synthesis and re�ection, we will
report out data �ndings and trends, and continue to keep you updated through the process.

In the meantime, as we start into November, it is important to note that Quarter 1 ends on November
18th. It would be a worthwhile use of time to fully review Aspen for missing assignments, low grades,
or anything else that can be updated before the end of the term. Use Wednesday time wisely to
connect with teachers, and make sure all graded work has been completed and passed in. In addition,
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please remember that if a teacher asks to meet with a student on Wednesday during o�ce hours, that
meeting time should be utilized, as it's part of the school day for students. If students are not meeting
with a particular teacher, they should still be using hours during Wednesday's remote time to work on
assignments from classes. It is not a day off, rather, an asynchronous learning day. If you have any
questions or concerns about grades or progress, please email a teacher directly, ask to set up a check-
in, reach out to your student's counselor, or contact an assistant principal; there are many supports to
help each student �nd success.

Your partner in education,

Lisa Maguire, Ed.D.

Upcoming Dates:
11/3/20: Election Day/No School
11/5/20: Family & Caregiver Coffee Hour, 10 a.m., Zoom, link emailed
11/9/20 and 11/13/20: Picture Retakes 1:00-3:30; Cohort C may sign up for an appointment here
(Enter at the CPA Lobby Doors)
11/10/20: NHS Induction 5 p.m. for inductees only; CPA (note: date change)
11/12:20: History Honor Society Induction, Zoom
11/18/20: End of Quarter 1
11/23/20: Report Cards Issued
12/3/20: Parent-Teacher Conferences, 6-8 p.m.
12/4/20: Drama Club's Virtual Presentation of "Clue", 7:00 p.m.

Scituate Teen Alcohol Trends
Based on a detailed review data, alcohol use amongst Scituate teens is
increasing. This increase is not only a concern for the wellbeing and
healthy development of our youth but can impact the opportunities
available to our students.

With Scituate teen alcohol consumption in multiple categories exceeding
Massachusetts and United States averages by approximately 10%, the
time to act is now. At this point, we ask that parents and caregivers engage in conversations with their
teens about expectations, rules and consequences about substance use. Research shows teens are
up to 50% less likely to uses substances when parents and caregivers talk with their teen about risks
associated with substance use.

Please watch this 3-minute video for an overview of Scituate teen alcohol trends at
https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1PkCgMvmE1Sxhy3XAdXd8s4nX1PlFH9mn/view?usp=sharing and
sign up for the FACTS Newsletter at https://www.scituatefacts.org/coalition-newsletter so you can
stay informed or get involved with the Scituate FACTS new Underage Drinking Task Force.

Please feel free to contact Greg Ranieri at granieri@scit.org or Annmarie Galvin at
scituatefacts@gmail.com for prevention involvement opportunities or if you have any questions.

From the Assistant Principals Luette (9&10) and Hughes (11&12)
Attendance
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English Language Arts
Please check out Seaside Stories this Saturday at 8:00pm! The event is a
fundraiser for Scituate Education Foundation, it will be streamed online,
and details are available here. ELA Department Chair and Public
Speaking instructor John Scopelleti will be speaking, as will some incredible people with some
incredible stories. It’s going to be a great time!

Science
This week the Science and Engineering department welcomed back Ms.
Last from her leave to start the year! She is already working hard, getting
to know her students, and students are already progressing with her
guidance.
Elsewhere in the department we’ve been working hard to make sure that
students can still “do science” while being safe in the Covid age. Some
examples include AP Chemistry students using �ame tests to learn about quantum mechanics and
Anatomy classes conducted a lab that investigated enzyme functions.
Flame tests: https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1N9D-ZJkuZkAF2-RJ-CdwwCDf1UEfNBJA/view?
usp=sharing
Enzyme lab: https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1NPB-g3hvyfGG8M8nDS9V87neoJhyoQKp/view?
usp=sharing

Absences: Parents, please report all absences, dismissals or any other attendance statuses to
shsattendance@scit.org. Appointment notes, (medical, court, DMV), should be emailed to that
address as well. Please no paper copies.

If your student is going to be remote on a scheduled in-person day, please have student email their
teachers directly, in addition to parent or guardian emailing shsattendance@scit.org. If a student is
remote on an in-person day they will be marked “A” absent for the day, (because they are not physically
in the building), but will get credit for their classes if they connect virtually and they make sure the
teacher is aware they are online.

Dismissals: If you know in advance of a dismissal please email shsattendance@scit.org with your
student's name, time and reason for dismissal. Please call the main o�ce when you are in the parking
area and we will send your student out to you. For student drivers, we must receive an email prior to
the dismissal, shsattendance@scit.org. Remember, if a student is involved in an afterschool activity or
sport, an appointment note, (medical, court, DMV), needs to be emailed or the student cannot
participate and the dismissal is not excused.

Music and Fine Arts
The SHS Band is pleased to present to you our virtual performance of "Thriller" just in time for
Halloween! This project involved our musicians practicing their individual parts and preparing and
submitting a video recording. All recordings were then mixed to create our virtual performance! -
Special shout-out to Mr. Gruschow for creating this virtual performance. We are thrilled to share this
performance with our community. Enjoy!
https://youtu.be/k0OfErBnHkc
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World Language
The World Language Department is currently working to modify
acceptance criteria for National Latin, French and Spanish Honor
Societies. Any edits to the statement of quali�cations will be shared
out in early 2021 in preparation for 3rd quarter selection and Spring
Induction Ceremonies.

School Counseling
Early Admission Deadlines are here!
The high school counseling department is a �urry of college application activity! As of October 28, we
have processed and submitted school documents for over 1,600 active college applications for our
current seniors and we haven’t yet approached the infamous November 1 and November 15th
deadline dates!. Half of the students who have submitted college applications have applied under an
early admission program.

Advanced Placement Update:
At this time, all AP students should have created or accessed their College Board account to: complete
the AP Course on-line registration process for each AP course they are enrolled in, join their AP class
section(s), and receive AP assignments from your teacher(s). AP teachers shared their codes to join
their AP Classroom sections last month. This year, the College Board is recommending that schools
order an exam for each student by the fall deadline. Should students wish to cancel their exam(s), they
may do so without penalty until February, 2021, when payment will be required.

In order for Scituate to place the cumulative exam order, all AP students must be enrolled in their
AP classroom for each course they are signed up for (including AP courses through VHS).
Parents/Caregivers are urged to check with their student(s) to ensure that they have signed into AP
Classroom. Exam orders will be placed on Monday, November 2. Students who have not created AP
classroom accounts will not have an exam ordered for them and will not able to test in May.

The cost is $95.00 per exam, and for students who receive a free or reduced lunch, the reduced cost is
$53 per exam. No payment is due at this time. Payment will be due in February 2021 via an online
payment system. Financial assistance may be available to those who qualify. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact Tammy Rundle, Department Chairperson, School Counseling,
PK-12 and AP Coordinator for the Scituate Public Schools at trundle@scit.org. Please continue to
check your emails as listed in Aspen for updated information as we proceed through the AP process.

Financial Aid Update:
Due to COVID-19, the SHS School Counseling Department is unable to host an in-person �nancial aid
presentation this year. In years past, we have teamed up with the Massachusetts Educational
Financing Authority (MEFA) to offer a �nancial aid workshop for our families. However, that MEFA is
running virtual seminars that provide a comprehensive overview of the full �nancial aid application
process. These are recorded and available online. Go to mefa.org/events to register. Families are
urged to check out mefa.org to access a variety of resources for families and college-bound students.

https://s.smore.com/u/b1aaae9b6bcf348ad699305902d7c72a.gif
mailto:trundle@scit.org


iExcel Fundraiser: Click Here to Order!iExcel Fundraiser: Click Here to Order!

The iExcel Program is promoting healthy eating and fundraising with Florida Indian Groves. Fruit
orders and gift packages will be delivered in early December just in time for the holidays. Order now

through November 13th! Proceeds support iExcel.

Scituate High School Presents: One
Community, Many Stories
•WHO: Anyone!
•WHAT: A discussion of Grace Talusan’s (pictured right) short story “The
Book of Life and Death”
•WHERE: Zoom
•WHEN: Tuesday, November 17th, from 6:30pm – 7:30pm
•HOW: Register through this link – We’ll need your email address to set
up breakout discussion groups.
•WHY: To come together as a community and to discuss what the story teaches us about ourselves,
about others, about the world, and about our place in it

Click here to download the story, which is available in multiple languages and as an audio version read
by the author!

Practice On-line SAT Exam
SHS School Counseling Department has teamed up with Revolution Prep to offer a free online practice
SAT test for SHS sophomore and junior students. This will be held on Saturday, November 7th from 9
am -1 pm. This is one way to help your student prepare or become familiar with the SAT. Students will
be able to take a full-length practice test under timed conditions. A proctored practice exam will help
your student build testing endurance and give you a real-time snapshot of their testing performance.
This virtual test will give your student the opportunity to work on pacing and endurance in a safe
setting that best simulates the test day environment. Students will take the test online with a live
proctor through Revolution Prep, and get a baseline score. Prior to the test, Revolution Prep will send
an email with details on how to access the testing materials, scoring app, and online testing room.
Your student will receive their scores immediately after the test via the Revolution Prep scoring app.
You are then invited to schedule a score report review conversation, for free, with our dedicated
academic Advisor at a time convenient for you. During the session, they will breakdown your student’s
score to understand areas of strength and weakness and develop a custom preparation plan.

To register visit www.revolutionprep.com/partners/749
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